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Dear parents and caregivers, 
 

Recently I attended the annual Department for Education 
conference for all school and pre-school leaders in the 
state. The Minister for Education, John Gardner, and Chief 
Executive, Rick Persse, spoke of their vision for the public 
education system working towards achieving world class 
standard; central to this focus is growth for every child, in 
every classroom, in every school. A guest speaker at the 
conference was Professor Stephen Dinham who is based 
at Melbourne University. During his presentation he 
emphasised a number of important aspects in relation to 
children’s learning and school improvement. These 
included: 
 The importance of teachers/schools knowing each 

child as a person and a learner; the presence of care 
and fairness needs to be complemented by high 
expectations for all students. 

 Student efficacy is an important foundation for 
learning and students need to develop an 
understanding that effort will bring reward. Boosting 
self-esteem through easy success, failure avoidance 
and ‘empty’ praise is counterproductive. Self-esteem 
is not something we give students; it is something 
that is developed through experiencing failure and 
making mistakes. 

 

These elements are a high priority at Reidy Park. Our 
teachers recognise the importance of establishing and 
maintaining respectful and productive relationships with 
all students and the upcoming professional development 
opportunity for staff, Berry Street Education Model, will 
further build our capacity to achieve this goal. The 
importance of this area is recognised through all staff, 
teachers and SSOs, participating in this training. The 
concept of ‘effort bringing reward’ is emphasised in many 
ways, including teachers actively using the language of 
growth mindset with students, learning experiences 
providing intellectual stretch and  giving constructive 
feedback that focuses on how students can get better. 
 

Also during the conference, leaders had the opportunity 
to listen to other school leaders present examples of good 
practice happening at their school/kindy. At the invitation 
of the education director, I had the privilege of presenting 
one of these sessions which is terrific recognition of the 
focussed work our staff at Reidy Park have undertaken 
over the past two to three years in striving for improved 
learning outcomes for all children. 
 

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Reminders 
Recently there have been some near misses at our school 
crossings. Please ensure when you are driving near these 
zones that you are extremely vigilant of pedestrians and 
adhering to the speed limit. Along with this, please 
remind your child/children of the importance of using the 
crossings and following the instructions of the supervising 
teacher and student monitors. 
 

Sports Day 
Our school sports day will be held on Thursday, April 9th 
(the last day of term). In response to community 
feedback, this year, we have planned for all events to be 
held on the same day, including championship sprints. In 
developing a timetable for the day, a number of 
considerations had to be 
taken into account, 
including the early 
dismissal time. This has 
resulted in some changes 
to the format, including 
holding the championship 
sprints at the end of the 
day and omitting some 
team events. Early in term 
2, we will seek feedback 
from students and families 
regarding the 
effectiveness of these 
changes. 
 

Stephen Jolley 
Principal  

DIARY DATES 
 

     Thursday 19th March   Harmony Day 
     Thursday 19th March    Assembly 12.05pm in the gym 
     Tuesday 24th March   SAPSASA Athletics at MGHS 
     Wednesday 25th March                 School Tour 9.30am 
     Wednesday 25th March   Governing Council 7pm 
     Thursday 26th March   Student Free Day 
     Friday 27th March   Student Free Day 

Term 1, Week  7, March 12th, 2020 
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Destiny has helped create a wall 

mural with other students near the 

gym. 



Kirsty Musci has been appointed to the role of pastoral 
support worker and commenced at Reidy Park this week. 
Kirsty will work in collaboration with staff and families to 
support student wellbeing needs within the school.  
 

 
 School Assembly: Thursday March 19th 12.05pm. 
 Pupil Free Days: Thursday March 26th and Friday 

March 27th Berry Street Education Model. 
 There is no canteen service on the following dates: 
            Thursday 26th March and Thursday April 9th. 
 Sports Day: Thursday April 9th. 
 In weeks 9 and 11 the newsletter will be sent home 

on the Wednesday. 
 

As part of our history unit, ‘the Past 
and the Present’, Miss Wright took 
us on a tour of Reidy Park PS and the 
Reidy Park Centre, which used to be 
the Reidy Park Junior Primary 
School. Ms Wright told us lots of 
stories about the school in the olden 
days and what some of the 
classrooms were used for. Our 
current uniform room was used to store wood for the 
fires in classrooms and the quad was previously a grassed 
area where the pavers now are.  The old school logo is on 
the lino ,which is now covered with carpet near Mr 
Jolley’s office.  
 
“ In the old days if the boys and girls were naughty, the 
girls had to wash the dishes in the canteen and the boys 
had to chop wood for the fires.” By  Lara. 
 
“We went in the dungeon. It was pitch black. Ms Wright 
told us a scary story. It was very fun.” By Matilda.  
 
On my excursion we went in the playroom and we went in 
the dungeon. It was dirty. Then Ms Wright turned off the 
lights. Everyone screamed.” By Dominique.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday the 28th of 
February, Week 5, Reidy Park 
participated in Clean Up 
Australia Day.  Everyone in 
the school helped out by 
picking up rubbish to make 
our school tidier. Each class 
had an allocated section 
which they cleaned up with 
their buddy class. As a school 
we collected bags of rubbish 
and made sure to dispose of them correctly.  We are very 
proud of all the effort people applied towards cleaning up 
our local environment. We hope now we can keep our 
school clean from rubbish and acknowledge that we need 
to keep our school tidy and not to ignore waste on the 
ground. If you see rubbish in the yard please pick it up.   
By student leaders 

The next fundraising committee meeting will be held on 
Monday the 16th March at 3pm in the staff room.  New 
members are welcome. 

There are many different strategies you can use to break 
down new words. 
 
One of the first strategies taught to beginning readers is 
stretchy snake.  Use the sounds of each letter (or letters) 
in the word to break the words into pieces.  It is best to 
say the sounds out loud for your ears to hear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Support Worker 
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Reminders 

Room 15  History Excursion 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Fundraising Committee 

Reading Tip 



Hello parents and caregivers,  
 

Yesterday information was sent home to all families 
regarding the upcoming year 4-7 Wellbeing and 
Engagement Survey which students will undertake 
between weeks 8 and 10 of this term. The survey will ask 
students to respond to a range of questions around their 
engagement with school and areas relating to social, 
emotional and physical health. The information gathered 
from this survey gives the school valuable information 
which can be used to plan and implement wellbeing 
strategies for specific cohorts of students.  
 

One of the surveyed areas relates to sleep habits of 
children. School age children (ages 5-13) should be aiming 
to have anywhere between 9-11 hours of uninterrupted 
sleep each night. The importance of a consistent bed time 
routine will help enable your child to have a good sleep. 
Along with a consistent routine, another pro-active 
strategy is to make bedrooms ‘screen- free’ zones. 
Screens (Phone, iPad, iPod, Lap-top etc.) can 
overstimulate children which makes settling for bed 
difficult. A good tip is for your child to avoid the use of a 
screen at least one hour before their set bed time.  
 

If you have any queries relating to the upcoming survey or 
any matters relating to the wellbeing of your child please 
contact me.   
 

Regards, Frazer Scanlon 
Student Wellbeing Leader 

Next Thursday we are celebrating 
Harmony Day. Harmony Day is a 
celebration of cultural diversity and 
respecting that everyone is equal. We 
will acknowledge this by organising a 
scavenger hunt at lunch, class activities and assembly 
items. Students are allowed/encouraged to wear orange 
for this day. This will be a day of respecting diversity while 
having a bunch of fun.                         

Room Presented to For 

1 Kelcey P Being a fantastic leader in her guided 
reading group and helping her peers 
during these lessons.  Great work. 

2 Mia D Having the courage to make numbers 
using base 10 blocks. 

3 Roxy D Settling into her new school and be-
ing positive about her learning. 

4 Sarea M Always treating others with kindness 
and respect. 

5 Tannah M Consistently pursuing her best in all 
areas of learning. 

6 Jasper S Being a caring and respectful class 
member. 

7 Jesse L Trying his best in all curriculum areas 
and pushing himself to complete  
extra work. 

8 Gabriella P For helping out at swimming. 

10 Kasey S 
 
 
Will LPH 

Challenging herself in numeracy    
lessons and seeking to support      
others. 
Being helpful and showing initiative 
when helping Mr Grosvenor. 

12 Marley J Being a kind and caring peer. 

13 Liberty D Showing leadership in a respectful 
and mature way. 

15 Banyan G Working hard in all areas of learning 
and settling well into Reidy Park. 

16 Patrick N Showing respect by listening to his 
peers and teacher. 

17 Havannah C Great effort in her work and showing 
the school values of care, courage 
and respect. 

20 Rhyder P Being brave when he arrives at school 
each day. 

21 Meah C Showing great courage in the class-
room by giving things a go. 

22 Marlochelle D T Good concentration during independ-
ent maths. 

23 Patrick F Being a brave learner and trying his 
best. 

24 Leavi K M Showing courage during jolly phonics 
lessons by having a go at all tasks. 

25 Summer L Showing courage to try new things. 

Values in Action Awards SA Dental Information 
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Years 4 - 7 Wellbeing and Engagement Survey 

Harmony Day 



For the last 6 weeks I have been working on a mural with the indigenous students here at Reidy 
Park. We brainstormed some ideas and came up with an underwater beachfront scene using 
Aboriginal symbols and animals.  
 

Symbols and animals represented in the mural. 
Circles represent waterholes/campsites. The stingray represents sensitivity and to blend into your 
environment for peace and harmony. The shark represents connection to land and sea, and provides 
a food source. Fish represent fishing in our communities and the closeness between fish and 
Aboriginal people; being a healthy choice of food and also providing strong economy and trade 
within our culture. Abalone symbolizes life, love and flow. Shells represent mitten sites. Emu 
represents a powerful teacher and guide. It means hard work, respect and humility. 
 

The significance of doing a mural is to connect country with our communities, the indigenous community and the school 
community, to achieve a greater understanding and learning of our Aboriginal culture. We decided to paint it as it gives us 
all a sense of pride and belonging for our culture (which is the oldest living culture in the world). 
We have gained a connection with each other, while teaching the school community about our Aboriginal culture and how 
we have a connection to country, self and our beliefs. 
It has been a fun and exciting working together to produce this Mural. Looking forward to great times ahead.   
 

Belinda Bonney, ACEO and Boandik Artist. 

 
 

For our inquiry focus in term 1, Room 22 has been learning about 
natural, managed and constructed features. To support this  learning we 
went on an excursion to the Cave Gardens. We were able to  spot many 
natural, managed and constructed features along the way and had the 
opportunity to look inside the Main Corner facilities.  Back at school we 
were able use the observations from our excursion to describe natural 
and constructed features and to describe how the Cave Gardens was 
managed. Our excursion also supported our writing topic as we were 
able to jointly construct a recount about our walk.  We are looking 
forward to deepening our learning on this topic as the term continues. 
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Indigenous Mural  

Room 22 Excursion to the Cave Gardens  




