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Dear parents and caregivers, 
 
Welcome to Country 
We, the staff and students of Reidy Park Primary School, 
would like to acknowledge and respect the Boandik people 
whose ancestral lands we gather and learn upon.  We 
acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and 
relationship of Aboriginal people to country and pay our 
respects to the Elders past, present and emerging.  We 
promise to thank them by taking care of the land everyday as 
we learn at Reidy Park Primary School. 
 
Welcome to Term 3 
It has been very pleasing to see how the students have 
settled in to the start of the term. We are looking forward to 
another busy term. We are hopeful that our current COVID-
19 restrictions continue to ease and students are able to 
participate in and enjoy extra curricula activities such as 
excursions, assemblies, performances and sporting carnivals. 
Some of these events have the go ahead but will be modified 
slightly. 
 
At the end of Term 2 and during the start of the holidays we 
said farewell to a number of leadership staff:  Stephen Jolley 
(Principal – Henley Beach Primary School), Sandy Mullen 
(retired), Sam Currie (Principal – Newbery Park Primary 
School) and Matt Bannister (Deputy Principal – Yahl Primary 
School). Although this is a significant change in leadership, I 
have total confidence in the professionalism and 
supportiveness of the Reidy Park staff that our focus on 
improving student learning and wellbeing will continue.  
 
Staffing News 
We would like to welcome our new deputy principal, Emma 
Hayward to Reidy Park Primary School.   Welcome back to 
Sandi Wilkins who will be teaching in Room 10 for the 
remainder of 2020. 
 
Parents in School 
Given the current COVID-19 situation in Victoria and our 
Education Department recommendations, we are taking a 
precautionary approach to parents & adults in school for the 
start of the term. We are asking that parents and adults not 

enter school grounds unless necessary and continue to pick 
up and drop off from the school gates. It has been wonderful 
to see the courage and independence of our students, 
especially our younger students, during this time. Many are, 
for the first time, entering school and classrooms on their 
own, unpacking/packing their bags and getting themselves 
ready for each day of learning.  If you do need to enter a 
school building, such as a classroom, we request that you 
enter through the front office and sign in. These measures 
are to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students and 
staff. We hope to ease these measures soon and appreciate 
the support and understanding of our school families.  Please 
contact the school if you would like to discuss further.  
 
School Improvement  
A key part of our school improvement actions is to increase 
student achievement in reading. This semester staff will be 
looking more deeply into the teaching of reading to build 
upon our current teaching practices in this area. A specific 
focus for our junior primary teaching will look at refining 
their teaching practice of phonemic awareness. Our middle 
and upper primary teachers will be focusing on guided 
reading practice and setting individual goals using the 
Fountas and Pinnell Literacy continuum. 

{ŀƳ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘ 
!ŎǘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 

DIARY DATES 
 

      Wednesday 29th July  School Tour 9.30am  
      Tuesday 4th August   Finance Committee 5.15pm   
      Wednesday 5th August Governing Council 7pm 
      Friday 7th August  Year 6/7 District Basketball 

Term 3, Week 1, 23rd July, 2020 

    Care                              Courage                             Respect 

The school has had two new artworks made and put up above the 
drinking taps in the quad.  These bright and colourful signs display 
the school values of care, courage and respect. 



I would firstly like to thank 
Reidy Park Primary School's 
staff, students and community 
for a warm welcoming to your 
school. Over my first few days 
here I have already observed 
your schools values of care, 
courage and respect in action 
through the students' lovely 
greetings first thing in the 
morning to them taking the 
time to explain their learning 
and classroom routines to me 
throughout the day. A short bit about me- before Reidy 
Park I worked on the South Coast in Victor Harbor. Here I 
worked in many roles including Teaching & Learning 
Coordinator, Numeracy Coordinator and in Intervention 
and Learning Support.  I am very much looking forward to 
being able to use these different experiences to support 
your school and look forward to becoming more involved 
in your wider community. Thank you for a wonderful 
beginning of term.  9ƳƳŀ IŀȅǿŀǊŘΣ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
 

Following current Education Department and SA Health 
guidelines we are able to resume our school assemblies 
this term under a modified format. Unfortunately at this 
point in time we cannot ensure enough space for social 
distancing of adults so we are unable to invite parents to 
attend our assemblies.  Our student leaders will provide a 
report of our assemblies in the newsletter the following 
week. It still is a delicate situation around COVID-19 and 
these measures are to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
our school community. 

On Wednesday 1st July, the reception classes attended 
Boandik workshops with Aunty Michelle in the library. She 
shared artefacts such as a possum skin cloak, possum ball, 
hunting tools and drawing sticks and discussed how these 
were used in Boandik culture. The children got to learn 
about what daily life was like in the Mount Gambier 
region centuries ago and some people chose to have their 
faces painted with ochre paste to dress up for the big  
ceremony! 
 
 

SRC represents the student body in school decision-
making and organising ways for students to enjoy school. 
Through the year representatives will be involved in 
fundraising events, school initiatives, activating student 
voice and communicating with staff and students across 
the school.  Each week there is an SRC meeting; this term 
SRC members meet on Thursdays after recess (11:15). In 
odd weeks it will be students from years 3-7 and in evens 
weeks it is all members from R-7.  In odd weeks SRC 
members will be developing their leadership skills through 
the '±ƻƛŎŜ Lǘϥ program. Ψ±ƻƛŎŜ LǘΩ gives students a way to 
share their thinking, make decisions and put their 
ideas about wellbeing into action while building 
leadership skills and giving students agency. 

In Semester One of 2020, SRC and Mr Jolley collaborated 
with Ben Brumby from .ǊǳƳōȅ {ƛƎƴǎ to design some 
colourful, meaningful and practical art for our quad! We 
now have colourful artwork above the drinking taps and 
sinks in the quads. These display our school values. We 
also have large signs in the quad with the logos of our 
sports day houses: Willow, Lake, Lava and Eaglehawk.  

We would like to thank Ben Brumby for his efforts and 
collaborations with our site to assist the redecoration of 
our quad. 

As you would be well aware, from time to time there is a 
need for us to contact you directly in regards to sick 
children or emergencies.  If you have had some changes 
to your address, contact numbers, family situation, health 
issues or you simply need to update details, please 
contact our administration staff. 
 

 

Welcome Emma 

    Care                              Courage                             Respect 

SRC Semester 2, 2020 

Signs in Quad 

Family Details 

Aunty Michelle Visit 

Assemblies 



 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

WEEK 1 20/7 

Uniform Shop 

21/7 22/7 

 

23/7 

Newsletter 

 

24/7 

WEEK 2 27/7 

Uniform Shop 

28/7 29/7 

School Tour 

9.30 

30/7 

 

31/7 

 

WEEK 3 3/8 

Uniform Shop 

 

4/8 

 

 

5/8 

Governing Council 
7pm 

6/8 

Newsletter 

7/8 

 

WEEK 4 10/8 

Uniform Shop 

 

11/8 12/8 

 

13/8 

 

14/8 

WEEK 5 17/8 

Uniform Shop 

 

18/8 19/8 20/8 

 

Newsletter 

21/8 

WEEK 6 24/8 

Uniform Shop 

School Photos 

 

25/8 

 

School Photos 

26/8 

 

27/8 

 

 

28/8 

WEEK 7 31/8 

Uniform Shop 

1/9 

 

2/9 3/9 

Newsletter 

 

4/9 

 

WEEK 8 7/9 

Uniform Shop 

8/9 9/9 10/9 

 

11/9 

 

WEEK 9 14/9 

Uniform Shop 

15/9 

 

16/9 17/9 

Newsletter 

18/9 

 

WEEK 10 21/9 

Uniform Shop 

 

22/9 

 

23/9 

 

24/9 

 

25/9 

End of Term 3 

 


